04 April 2007

David Bowie on Insight pt3

As promised, the aforementioned ‘miserable sods’ hereby present the next instalment of Mr Bowie’s inimitable insights into the musical delights recently gracing the pages of Music Recommenders.

We hope you enjoy reading them as much as we have.

Music Recommenders Editor

El Perro Del Mar - God Knows (You Gotta Give To Get)

El Perro Del Mar (the pseudonym for another Swede, singer Sarah Assbring) has a bit of a following here in NYC, not least of all in my own home where a corkscrew-haired little creature is bouncing around to this with complete abandonment and a total disregard for some of our more fragile furnishings...and no, Leo Sayer doesn't live with us!

Apparently El Perro Del Mar translates to The Sea Dog, which doesn't immediately conjure mental images of this beautifully stylish lady who bears a passing resemblance to a young Edie Sedgwick before life got its claws in.

Stylistically, God Knows (You Gotta Give To Get) is a record that could have existed quite comfortably in Edie's time too, although the Twin Peaks / Julee Cruise Ooo's throw an eighties shape with what appears, at least on the surface, to be a song of personal regret: "God knows, I've been taking a lot without giving it back...You gotta give to get, You gotta give to get back."

But, whether intentional or not, it carries with it a message more pertinent for these times of carbon hungry carelessness. (Bet those sax players were standing around having just finished the 'Love Is All' session!)

Charlotte Hatherley - Behave

Do you remember the time I knew a girl from Ash? Somebody will get that. I first became aware of Charlotte Hatherley when Ash were a part of the Area 2 tour we did in 2002...but I never plucked up the courage to talk to her on account of feeling intimidated by girls with big guitars. That's actually not true...she was probably just avoiding me.

Well, Behave is proof that Charlotte made the right decision to go solo. The guitar part is an instant hook, that has a kind of Eno-esque quirkiness about it...Impossibly catchy, you'll find this popping into your head when you least expect it. Stonkingly odd (in a good way) video too.

Charlotte has a great voice and is very easy on the eye, both handy qualities in this business, even if I say so myself. Behave is the first single taken from Ms Hatherley's second album, The Deep Blue, which is out now. I still love you, girl from Ash. Somebody will get that.

Tiny Masters of Today - Stickin It to the Man

Punk Rockers eh? Used to be that you had to be well into your teens before you could adopt this level of attitude. But, Brooklyn based bad boy, twelve-year-old Ivan, and his ten-year-old sister Ada have created an instant classic with Stickin It to the Man.

This 2:43 minute slice of detached cool comes across like Suicide crashing a Shaggs rehearsal. How can you resist: "You say yes, I say no. You say stop, I say go. You say up, I say down. You say smile, I say frown. Stickin' it to The Man, stickin' it cos I can, stickin it to The Man, every day." Genius. 

Stickin It to the Man was pressed as a limited edition 7" vinyl 45 of just 500 copies and it's long since sold out. Follow up, k.i.d.s., was pressed in similar quantities. Grab 'em if you can. You say Hello, I say Goodbye. It's all good.

Fanfarlo - You Are One of the Few Outsiders Who Really Understands Us

This is Fanfarlo's second single, the follow up to the superb Talking Backwards. There's a touch of Guillemots about this, and while I'm not sure where they're from, it's a very English sounding record. Imaginative instrumentation here too. It's great to see so many new bands moving away from the standard rock line-up...not that that doesn't still work, it's just nice to hear the sonic depth expanded a bit.

I've heard four or five of Fanfarlo's songs now, and, like a few of my other favourites, they have that particular knack of being able to create uplifting music that's blessed with a delicious melancholia at the same time. If you get a chance, check out the animated video for You Are One of the Few Outsiders Who Really Understands Us, made by the Fanfarlo's guitarist, Mark West. Now, why didn't I think of getting band members to do other stuff...could have saved a fortune. I'm sure you'll be hearing a lot more of Fanfarlo.

Cold War Kids - Hang Me Up to Dry

Love this. Staggering on the edge of a musical nervous breakdown, Hang Me Up To Dry sounds like Tom Verlaine fronting one of those great late seventies British post-punk outfits such as Josef K (Chance Meeting) or a more accessible Swell Maps (Let's Build A Car).

Despite the comparisons, the band have a sound that's all their own, in this case punctuated by an inebriated guitarist and the sound of a rotating bicycle wheel! Hopefully this is typical of the stuff on their album, Robbers and Cowards, which I've not yet had a chance to check out. 

Max Richter - Autumn Music 1

Songs From Before is the latest Max Richter album on Fat Cat. Autumn Music 1 is from it, and it's the standard of work you would expect from the man who co-founded the classical ensemble Piano Circus, where he commissioned and performed works by Brian Eno, Philip Glass, Steve Reich, Arvo Pärt and Julia Wolfe. 

Autumn Music 1 is a minimal and deliciously haunting piece for piano and strings that has the power to produce tears when listened to in the right setting...And it's another of those pieces I find it hard not to contribute a vocal to when the fancy takes me.
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David Bowie on Insight pt2

Crikey! Almost six months since last I recommended, and it's good to see some of the artists I chose in October have since been enjoying an upward career path trajectory, Klaxons and Jamie T to name but half a quarter.

While listening to the third track, 100,000 Thoughts, I mention breaking off to listen to the whole of the Tap Tap album, I did, and I wasn't disappointed. You really should check it out.

And so, immediately on with another ten delicious ditties for your delectation...though I believe those Music Recommenders folk are going to drip feed you five at a time. Miserable sods.

David Bowie - March 2007

Honeytrap - Mussolini's Son

"Mussolini's Son" is a six minute plus, Balkan-inspired, slice of craziness from Honeytrap's "The Naked Dancing EP". The overall fiddle heavy sound puts me in mind of some of Camper Van Beethoven's finer moments, circa Key Lime Pie. Try keeping up with this one if you can, it gets faster and faster and faster until it collapses exhausted into a bar full of drunks, la, la, la, la-ing all over the place.

As for an answer to the incessantly repeated question from singer Les Incompetent: "How did you know that I was Mussolini's Son?" You're well hung, boy, that's how I knew. Sorry, couldn't resist.

Charlie Alex Merch - Francisca's Theme

A pretty music box of a track, from Charlie Alex Merch's "After The Clouds Clear" album, that's hard to pin down... which is no bad thing. It's a beautiful Glockenspiel and string led instrumental that gently comes and goes in under three minutes. Delightful.

Tap Tap - 100,000 Thoughts

The rhythmically exciting "100,000 Thoughts" from Tap Tap's "Lanzafame" album has whetted my appetite sufficiently to want to hear the rest of this record before I do anything else today. "100,000 Thoughts" pushes all the right buttons and Tap Tap could handle themselves very comfortably in a la, la, la type showdown with Honeytrap. On a more fanciful note, there are shades of "Waiting for the Man" as composed by Walt Disney.

There's a frenetic energy pumping along behind a strong melody and an inspired vocal delivery here that will please fans of Arcade Fire. Some evocative lyrics too. Try this: "All around my head, Your voice comes to me, Where the Devil and the angels, They turn out to be good friends." Quite lovely.

Love Is All - Turn The Radio Off

Love Is All's first album, "Nine Times That Same Song", has been around for a while now, and this is a track from it. Love Is All are a Swedish outfit and it was their last single, "Make Out Fall Out Make Up" that first caught my ear... An exciting, three-minute dead, slab of pure pop noise, dominated by Josephine Olausson's enthusiastic vocal and a wall of vibratoless sax, the best kind.

"Turn the Radio Off" is a different beauty altogether... But, it's just as strong. Lovely instrumentation and a stronger melody mean it must be a future single, if it hasn't already been one. Love Is All's next single is a double A-side consisting of another track from the album, "Ageing Had Never Been His Friend", and a cover of The Pastels' song, "Nothing To Be Done". A very interesting outfit.
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N-net-news: 

03.14.2007 NEWS: MORE BOWIE REVIEWS ON NOKIA MUSIC RECOMMENDERS
Dazzled by the new...

Keep an eye on Nokia's Music Recommenders service for the latest instalment from David Bowie. He has reviewed another ten tracks, and these are them:

01 Honeytrap - Mussolini's Son

02 Charlie Alex Merch - Francisca's Theme

03 Tap Tap - 100,000 Thoughts

04 Love Is All - Turn The Radio Off

05 El Perro Del Mar - God Knows (You Gotta Give To Get)

06 Charlotte Hatherley - Behave

07 Tiny Masters of Today - Stickin It to the Man

08 Fanfarlo - You Are One of the Few Outsiders Who Really Understands Us

09 Cold War Kids - Hang Me Up to Dry

10 Max Richter - Autumn Music 1

I understand that Nokia intends to post them in two batches of five, starting either today or tomorrow. Can't wait to have a listen.

------------------
Probehören:

01 Honeytrap - Mussolini's Son

http://www.myspace.com/honeytraponmyspace

nicht zu verwechseln mit:

http://www.myspace.com/honeytrap

02 Charlie Alex Merch - Francisca's Theme

hier wird's schwierig. Charlie Alex Merch ist kaum zu finden im Web! 

[url=http://www.puregroove.co.uk/search.asp?Search=Charlie%20Alex%20Merch&CategoryID=1&Quantity=0&Record=14067#0]http://www.puregroove.co.uk[/url] und das Lied nur in einer seltsamen anderen Version anzuhören. 

nur snippets und nur mit Internet Explorer! 

03 Tap Tap - 100,000 Thoughts

http://www.myspace.com/taptapmusic

http://www.stolendownloads.com/  

04 Love Is All - Turn The Radio Off

http://underrated.typepad.com/blog/2006/10/song_of_the_wee_1.html  

andere songs:

http://www.myspace.com/loveisall8

http://www.loveisall.se/

05 El Perro Del Mar - God Knows (You Gotta Give To Get)

http://www.myspace.com/elperrodelmar

http://www.elperrodelmar.com/ 

06 Charlotte Hatherley - Behave

http://www.myspace.com/charlottehatherleyofficial

http://www.charlottehatherley.com/

07 Tiny Masters of Today - Stickin It to the Man

http://www.myspace.com/tinymasters

http://tinymasters.net/ 

08 Fanfarlo - You Are One of the Few Outsiders Who Really Understands Us

http://www.myspace.com/fanfarlo

http://www.fanfarlo.com/

09 Cold War Kids - Hang Me Up to Dry

http://www.myspace.com/coldwarkids

http://www.coldwarkids.com/

10 Max Richter - Autumn Music 1

http://www.maxrichter.com/projects.php

